Commodore’s Corner
. The weather is turning colder and all our boats will be in hibernation shortly.  It is always a sad time but we have the memories of a summer with fabulous boating weather and lots of good times. We still have many good times to look forward to in the off season. We have the wine tasting, Santa in the Park and the holiday party still to look forward to this year and I'm sure many more events as we go into '06. 


We have a board of directors meeting on 11/2 and a general meeting on 11/9.  Please make sure all of you attend the general meeting since it is our election meeting and the last one of the year. Caroline has sent out ballots which you should fill out and bring with you along with your dues for ‘06. Look forward to seeing you at the meeting.
  

Now I have to attend all the chores I neglected during the boating season.

Happy Boating,
Jerry Cuba
Commodore
From Angela Paul, Editor
The weather the beginning of October was absolutely fabulous.  Warm, sunny days and cool evenings, perfect for sleeping.  We won’t even want to think about the weather the middle of October, nothing but rain, rain, rain, putting quite a “damper” on our boating pleasure. Needless to say, the October Champagne weekend was a total “washout”.  As of this writing the rain hasn’t stopped and we’re wondering when we’re going to be able to get our boat ready for the winter solstice…sad, but inevitable.
From Betty Beyer 

Ship’s Store
Navy zippered & hooded sweatshirts with the WBYC logo are available for $35.  There is also some merchandise available from the ship’s store at the cut rate prices.  (T-shirts, women’s collared shirts, caps & much more).  Contact Betty at 516-826-9486.

Betty will have the Ship’s Store merchandise on display at our November General Meeting, perhaps you want to get a little Holiday/Christmas shopping done at our store.

NAUTICAL CORNER
Securing your boat to a pier            reprinted from about.com.powerboating

Expensive hull damage to your boat is most likely to happen when it’s improperly tied up in its berth. When strolling along the docks of marinas, I’m often amazed by the type and size of  lines used (even clothesline!).  It's also wondrous to see the ingenious, unrecognizable knots some skippers 
use to secure their very expensive boats in a slip. If the wind comes up or somebody leaves a large wake, dock lines and  fenders are the only things keeping a boat from smashing into the pier or seawall. Here are some basic 
rules of thumb about dock lines.

Any well-equipped boat should have at least six (6) dock lines: two (2) bow lines, two (2)  stern lines and two (2) spring lines. The dock lines should be at least 2/3 of the length of your boat and the spring lines should be at least the full length of your boat.

The size (diameter) of your line depends on the size and weight of your boat. The following is an approximate guide:.
Line Diameter
Boats under 20 feet
=
3/8"
Boats 20 to 30 feet
=
1/2"
Boats 30 to 40 feet
=
5/8"
Boats 40 to 60 feet
=
3/4"
Boats over 60 feet
=
1"

If your boat is heavy for its size, consider going up one size in diameter. A boat cannot be damaged by having its dock lines a bit oversized, but I've 
seen lots of damage done because lines were too small!
 
Nylon is the best choice for dock lines. In my opinion, it is the only 
choice! Nylon line comes in two types. First, there is 3 strand twisted, also called "laid" line. This type of line is fine for most purposes, as it is strong and stretches to help absorb shock. It does, however, have the 
disadvantages of kinking easily and being rough on the hands. Coiling laid line clockwise helps to avoid kinking.

The second type of nylon line is braided line.  This type rarely kinks and is much easier on the hands. Its disadvantages are that it tends to chafe more easily than twisted line and it's more expensive.

Polypropylene line (called "poly") is a poor choice for dock lines. Poly 
does not stretch, it has a very low breaking strength and degrades quickly in direct sunlight.

To illustrate why nylon lines are preferable to poly, here are some of their respective breaking strengths.

Diameter
Nylon                         Poly
(Lbs. breaking strength)(Lbs.  breaking strength)
3/8"
4,000                        2,100
1/2"
7,000                        3,900
5/8"
11,000                        6,000
3/4"
15,000                        8,000

[Note: For finding safe working loads for the above lines, calculate 1/5 the breaking strength. For example, the working load of 3/8" nylon line = 800 
lbs.]Sponsored Li


One word about knots in your dock lines: A knot will reduce a line's 
breaking strength by as much as 50%. Avoid them as much as possible! The only knots a dock line should encounter are those that you tie around cleats 
or pilings. The art of tying nautical knots, also known as Marlinspike 
Seamanship, is an essential skill all boaters should learn.

Good dock lines are expensive, so wherever your dock line goes through a chock or other hardware, use a chafing guard around it. Chafing guards can be purchased in a ship's store, or you can fashion your own, less expensive 
models, out of an old piece of garden hose.

The following diagram shows some examples of properly secured boats:

Remember, good dock lines and good fenders are your first line of defense against hull damage. Use nylon line that's correctly sized for your boat's length and weight, and learn how to tie a proper cleat hitch, at the very least.
Submitted by Jerry Cuba

WELCOME

We want to welcome back Paul & Priscilla Dzurus, Pete & Connie Hannigan, Ray Hayes and our newest members Harold & Carol Hyer , John & Eileen Rogers and  Holly Winters.
 

SICK CALL
Joe Mugno is still in the hospital after gallbladder removal. Hopefully he will be coming home soon.
Joanne Mirenda was in the hospital for knee surgery.  We hope you’re up on your feet real soon.
HAPPENINGS
SHAME ON ME FOR NOT ADDING TO THE LAST NEWSLETTER! On September 11th, Marty and Annette Steinberg celebrated FIFTY wonderful years as man and wife.  They celebrated by going on a two-week cruise on the Constellation (Celebrity Line).  The ship was incredible and was voted #1 in 2005.  They left on September 9th  starting out in Dover, England and went to Amsterdam, Brussels, Le Havre and Ireland.  Then they crossed the Atlantic Ocean and arrived in Hailifax, Canada and after another day at sea, ended up in New Jersey.  The days at sea were filled with many interesting activities including movies, trivia games, afternoon shows and of course, too much food.  CONGRATULATIONS MARTY & ANNETTE! 

Congratulations to Tommy & Joanne Mirenda.  Their son Thomas and daughter-in-law Jenette presented them with a beautiful baby girl, Brianna Marie, who weighed in at 8lbs 10 oz. on September 29.  Cousin Ashleigh is absolutely thrilled with the idea that she may be able soon to baby sit for little cousin Brianna.
BITS & PIECES 
If you haven’t already done so, please send your check to Jeanette Brill for the November 12th-13th winery trip for the tour and lite  dinner and continental breakfast.  The total including the tour and meal package are $105 per person.   If you haven’t made room reservations yet, call Terri  at the Blue Dolphin Inn (631) 477-0907.  The daily rates at the Blue Dolphin per room per couple  are $109 and $119. It will be a fun weekend.   
BIRTHDAYS UNDER THE BURGEE
10/06

Liz Tinelli

10/11

Raymond Hayes

10/13

Priscilla Dzurus

10/18

Kiernan Brtalik
10/18

Bob Mueller

10/18

Paul Dzurus

10/24

Anne Lennon

10/25

Pauline Schwab

10/28

Kaitlyn Blozis

10/29

Ed Beyer

10/31

Litza Cucci

ANNIVERSARIES
10/06
Bob & Louise Zinck
10/14
Tom & Joanne Mirenda
10/22
Niki & Joe Manfredini

If I’ve missed anyone’s birthday or anniversary, please e-mail Angela at  WBYC2005@aol.com me so that I can bring the list up to date.

2005 CLUB CALENDAR
Oct.8-10,  Champagne weekend
Oct. 29, Halloween party Alpha Sigma 
Nov.2, Board meeting 7:30pm
Nov.9, General Meeting 8pm- elections
Nov. 12-13,  Land Cruise-Wineries  North Fork
Dec.11, Santa in the Park
Dec.17, Holiday Party at The Sterling, Bethpage
WEB SITE
If you haven’t visited our website, you’re missing a good thing.  Dan Harding, our Club webmaster has designed the website and it is truly fantastic.  You will especially enjoy photos our Commodore, Jerry Cuba’s anticipation of last fall’s hurricane.  There are so many good things to view in “Armchair Cruising”; stories from Dan & Sharon Harding, Jim & Fran Clark, Jerry & Irene Cuba and many more.  If you have a story or photos you would like to share in the website, contact Dan at harding4@optonline.net or Angela Paul at WBYC2005@aol.com.

SHARE YOUR NEWS

Please let us know your birth dates, anniversary date, illnesses, recoveries, family celebrations, change of boats, change of dock space, change of address, change of e-mail address, etc., so we can share these events with you via the newsletter.  You can call Angela at (516)799-6986 or  
E-mail her at WBYC2005@aol.com.

HAPPY HALLOWEEN!
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