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Commodore’s Corner

 Well, it’s February already and it’s officially one month into my term as 
commodore.  Angela been nice enough to renew the newsletter, which is a great communications tool for the club.  We had our first event of the year at Governor’s Comedy Club and all had a enjoyable evening.  The proceeds for the evening will go to providing free burgees for the entire yacht club this year.  Please fly them proudly!

The 2005 calendar is ready and I think you’ll find we have a lot of 
activities planned for the year.  If you have any suggestions please don’t 
hesitate to bring them to our attention. It was pointed out to me at the 
Comedy Club that it is the same nucleus of members that participates in most events.  I ask you all to reach out to new and reluctant members to make them feel comfortable among us. It can be intimidating when someone tries to “break in” to an existing group of friends and the tendency is to remain an outsider and not participate. I would beseech you all to attend our meetings, participate in our social events and if each of us does a little to help we’ll have a far stronger WBYC.


Tom Mirenda and I had an initial meeting at Dave Denenberg’s 
office at his invitation with other County Officials to discuss the renewal of our building permit for the clubhouse.  The result of that meeting was to plan a follow up meeting and for each of us to present what the respective requirements would be to maintain the permit. We had the follow up meeting at the Wantagh park administration building 
with Andrew Hardwicke, Bill King, Angela Paul and myself attending. Dave Denenberg participated via a conference call. It was a very cordial meeting and it was discussed that in order to renew the clubhouse permit we would do the following:


1. No more official dock watch!  We would for our own security, maintain a 
vigilant eye and challenge any strangers on our docks and report any suspicious activity.  Do not hesitate to call 911!
2. The major event of the season would be Spring Cleanup which is planned for 4/30/05.  We would do what is necessary to maintain the clubhouse and surrounding area.  We would invite other park and community participants such as boy scouts and girl scouts, Nassau Community College students etc. As usual, we would bring in the dignitaries and the local press and make a “big deal” over what we are doing to enhance the park in order to justify what anyone could construe as unjustified favorable treatment WBYC is receiving by not being charged for the use of the clubhouse for our meetings.

3. Memorial Day - It was suggested that we invite members of the CG, PD and FD to partake in our Blessing of the Fleet activities.  We have to work out the details to see if that is feasible.

4. Santa in the Park- It is an inexpensive way to make a lot of kids happy.


I know most of you feel that we primarily are a social club and wanted to do as little as possible to keep the clubhouse.  I think we have achieved that and I hope you are pleased with the arrangement.  I think we all preferred keeping the clubhouse for a place to hang our memorabilia etc. that 
we can call home particularly since it is adjacent to our boats. In 
addition, I believe by having a relationship with the County we have a better chance of voicing our views and being involved in decisions that affect us.
    
At the March meeting we are going to take all existing merchandise from the 
Ship’s Store and mark it half price.  The proceeds will go to purchasing fresh merchandise.  Some of the items we are considering are a WBYC welcome mat and a WBYC license plate frame as well as caps, shirts etc.  If there is 
anything you would like us to pursue kindly contact Betty Beyer who is the Club’s quartermaster. Make sure to come to the March meeting early to get the 
best selection.
    
We are getting closer to getting our boats “wet” again and I hope time doesn’t drag too much.  Many thanks to Angela Paul for renewing the newsletter and as she mentioned please supply her with whatever you think is 
pertinent.
Jerry Cuba
Commodore
From the Editor
Well, I’m back again, hoping to put together a Newsletter that will be informative and pleasing to all.  I thought I was retired from this position, but low and behold, I’m back on the job.  I’m hoping that there will be some input from members.  If we’re going to have a newsletter, we need to know what’s going on with you guys, and you can e-mail me with any newsy items you would like me to share with the club.  They could be happy news items like engagements, weddings, births, special birthdays, etc, (you know, whatever you feel good about).  We also would like to hear about anyone who’s ill so that we can     call or visit or send a card.  Please don’t be shy, just send me an e-mail and I’ll put it in the paper.  Just remember, the membership loves to hear what’s going on with everyone’s life.

Please send in anything that you think our boat owners would be interested in.  We always like to know about new cleaning & waxing items, boating stories, even recipes.  C’mon now, join the fun & share your happenings.
HAPPENINGS
We began our year with the first Board Meeting on January 5th.  The following week we had our first General Meeting which was attended by almost half of the membership.  We hope that at the March 9th meeting we will have 100% attendance.  We welcomed Preston Treiber, our newest member to WBYC.  
The following amendment to the by-laws was voted on and accepted: “Members who have been dropped from the rolls and have a desire to rejoin can be reinstated one time only for the amount of the current annual dues with approval of the Officers and Board of Directors” 

The Comedy Night on January 30th was a huge success and the profit from the fund raiser is going towards the purchase of the new burgees which will be forthcoming by the middle of February, at which time the packets will be sent out to all. You will also be receiving the year’s Club Calendar with the packets.
Bill Hoehn gave an informative presentation regarding boat, car and homeowners insurance and discussed different definitions of the policies.
At our February 2nd Board Meeting we welcomed back Bruce & Rhonda Gogel.  We also talked about the Spring Cleanup and Memorial Day Blessing of the Fleet which we’ll finalize plans with you at the March meeting.

Sugar Teuten has been as busy as a beaver looking for places to have our Annual Brunch and Christmas/Holiday Party.  And it looks like  the Christmas/Holiday Party is going to be at The Sterling in Bethpage on December 17th.  Hope you all get your party duds ready for a good time.  It looks like the spring brunch is going to be on April 3rd. at Molly Malone’s on Maple Avenue in Bay Shore, overlooking the Great South Bay.  Mark your calendars for that date, let’s have the entire membership for this season kickoff.
Jerry Cuba has been busy meeting with Dave Denenberg, Andrew Hardwicke and Bill King, hoping to get the use of the clubhouse permit resolved.  So far their meetings have been amiable and hopefully we will be able to continue our ongoing rapport with the Park.

BITS & PIECES
We received a beautiful thank you letter from “Francesca’s Fans”, the little girl who has Lymphoma Leukemia.  Our Shark Shoot-Out last June was a fund-raiser for this worthy cause and WBYC was able to donate $1500.00. This year our fund-raiser will go towards breast cancer research.
WBYC has membership to BJ’s  and if any member is interested in joining, we can include you in the membership for $20 plus tax. This cost is half the amount charged for individual memberships.  We would have to submit your name & address and you need to go to BJ’s and get a photo ID and card.  Please let Jerry know if you are interested in becoming a BJ’s member.  

GET WELL
Our get well wishes are extended to Lynn Keating.  Hope you’re well on your way to a quick and easy recovery.
NAUTICAL CORNER
Raft-up Procedure and Etiquette

By Jerry Cuba
We had many terrific days and nights at anchor last season and we are hoping to surpass that this upcoming season.  I thought it would be timely to review rafting procedures for new boaters or infrequent rafters.

The WBYC  VHF channel is 69.  I always keep my handheld and primary VHF on if I am expecting other rafters.  When approaching the raft up, the incoming boat should communicate with the anchored vessel as to which side to tie up on and how to set lines.  The next step is for the APPROACHING boat to put out lines and fenders prior to rafting.  It is not uncommon for the anchored boat to put out fenders also for additional protection.  The approaching boat should have attached a bow, stern and spring line.  The spring line will go from forward on the anchored boat to aft on the incoming boat.  When approaching, you should position mate on the bow to toss bow line to member of anchored boat.  You do NOT have to see how close you can get! Three or four feet is fine, and the line should be secured with slack in it so you can adjust other lines.  

The next line to be secured is the stern line, followed by the spring line as described above.  Remember that the anchored boat is prevented from going downwind by the anchor (or pole line) so that all other boats require a line going aft to keep them from drifting downwind.  As an extra measure of security, it is wise to “cross spring”, meaning to have a spring line in the opposite direction, which allows an additional margin of protection.  To balance the raft-up it is preferable to have an equal number of boats on either side of the anchored boat.  Adjust the lines to match the boats up for easiest access.  Most important is to approach SLOWLY with just enough speed to have control of your vessel.  

Captains should have mates well versed in procedure in advance so they know what is expected of them and minimize screaming.  Be very careful of fending off with hands and legs unless moving VERY slowly.  If your boat is about to contact something, it is wise to grab a fender to put in between rather than personal parts.

It is sometimes uncomfortable when you see another member boat at anchor as to whether or not they want company.  What I would do is approach the raft up to say “Hi”.  I believe members of the raft up should either extend an invitation or not.  It is OK to want to be alone if you choose to be.  

Happy rafting and I hope we see many boats rafted with Allagaroo next season.

EASY GALLEY RECIPES

From Angela Paul
I found this easy recipe which was taken from the Food Network, “Everyday Italian” segment.  You can  change the quantities for less or more, as needed, and it’s soooooo easy:

Ravioli with Creamy Tomato Sauce
Prep time: 15 minutes

Cook time: 5 minutes

Yield: 6 servings

¼ C. plus 2 tsp. olive oil

1 ½ lbs. spinach ravioli or tortelloni

1 C. purchased marinara sauce

½ C. whole or part-skim ricotta

Salt & Pepper

3 Tbls. Parmesan cheese

2 Tbls. thinly sliced basil leaves

Bring large pot of salted water to a boil.  Add about ¼ olive oil to water to help prevent pasta from sticking.  Add ravioli & cook until al dent, stirring occasionally, about 5 minutes.  Drain the ravioli, reserving ½ C of the cooking water.  Toss the ravioli with the remaining oil to coat.  

Bring the marinara sauce to a simmer in a medium saucepan over medium heat, whisking often.  Whisk in the ricotta and enough reserved cooking water to thin the sauce to desired consistency.  For a thicker sauce, use less pasta water; for a thinner sauce, add more water.  Return the sauce to a simmer.  Season the sauce to taste with salt & pepper.

Spoon 3 tbls. sauce over the bottom of 6 bowls.  Arrange the ravioli over the sauce.  Drizzle the remaining sauce over the ravioli.  Sprinkle with the Parmesan and the basil, and serve. 

BIRTHDAYS UNDER THE BURGEE 
January
1/03
Joe Paul
1/03
Jack Scalici
1/03
Tara McLoughlin
1/06
George Rebentisch
1/13
Dolores Cargiulo

1/20
Susan Wallace
1/22
Tony Cucci

1/25
Florence McKenna
1/31
Diane Scalici
February

2/03
Ralph Cargiulo

2/06
Carol McLoughlin
2/15
Mary Blozis
2/16
Joe Manfredini
2/19
Sharon Harding
2/27
Jerry Cuba

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
1/28
George & Kathy Brtalik
2/21
Jerry & Irene Cuba
2/22
Jim & Trudy Murray

If I’ve missed anyone’s birthday or anniversary, please e-mail at WBYC2005@aol.com me so that I can bring her list up to date.

2005 CLUB CALENDAR
 Jan. 5, Board Meeting 7:30pm

Jan. 12, General Meeting 8pm

Jan 30, Comedy Night, Governors
Feb. 2, Board Meeting 7:30pm
Mar. 2, Board Meeting 7:30pm

Mar. 9, General Meeting 8pm

Mar. 2, Board meeting Clubhouse 7:30 pm
Mar. 9, General Meeting Clubhouse 8pm
Mar.19,St. Patty Day party at Alpha Sigma

Apr.3,Spring Brunch at Molly Malones, Bay Shore
Apr. 22, Recruiting wine & Cheese Clubhouse
Apr.30, Spring Cleanup Park-Scouts,CG,Police,FD, college 50/50 for 
surveillance

May 4, Board Meeting Clubhouse 7:30pm
May 11, General meeting Clubhouse 8pm
May 20-22, Tobay Spring Weekend
May 29, Blessing of the Fleet
May 30, Rain date for Blessing

June 9, Freeport Night Cruise- Nautical Princess or Nautical Belle party boat
June 11, Shark Shoot Out-Charity event for Breast cancer-include county
June 23, Night Cruise Party Boat from Captree to Tequila Jack -Dinner
June 25, Raft up Zachs-pole

July 4th dock parties, raft ups
July 6, Board meeting  Clubhouse-7:30 pm
July 9,  raft up Connetquot-Dinner Sat. Snapper Inn
July 13, General meeting 8pm

August 1-5, Atlantique Week-Dinner at Ocean Beach 8/3
August 13, Raft Up Connetquot
August 27,  Annual poker run and party

Sept. 5, Labor day  dock parties, raft ups
Sept. 7, Board meeting 7:30pm
Sept. 9-11, Tobay weekend -pot luck Sat.9/10
Sept. 14, General Meeting
Sept. 17,  raft up TBD


Oct.14-16, Watch Hill or Atlantique weekend
Oct. 29, Halloween party Alpha Sigma or our own.

Nov.2, Board meeting 7:30pm
Nov.9, General Meeting 8pm- elections
Nov.11-13,  Land Cruise-Poconos weekend

Dec.11, Santa in the Park
Dec.17, Holiday Party at The Sterling, Bethpage
WEB SITE
If you haven’t visited our website, you’re missing a good thing.  Dan Harding, our Club webmaster has designed the website and it is truly fantastic.  You will especially enjoy photos our Commodore, Jerry Cuba’s anticipation of last fall’s hurricane.  There are so many good things to view in “Armchair Cruising”; stories from Dan & Sharon Harding, Jim & Fran Clark, Jerry & Irene Cuba and many more.  If you have a story or photos you would like to share in the website, contact Dan  at harding4@optonline.net or Angela Paul at WBYC2005@aol.com.

SHARE YOUR NEWS

Please let us know your birth dates, anniversary date, illnesses, recoveries, family celebrations, change of boats, change of dock space, change of address, change of e-mail address, etc., so we can share these events with you via the newsletter.  You can call Angela at (516)799-6986 or  
e-mail her at  WBYC2005@aol.com.

Looking forward to seeing you at the General Meeting in March!
HAVE A GREAT VALENTINE’S DAY!
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